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Livin’ Out A Prayer: Local Band Opening Bon Jovi Concert

A 1985 photo of the band 7th heaven carries the 
caption, " when i grow up i'm going to be famous." 
The band born in Des Plaines will make that dream come 
true this month when they share the stage with their
childhood idol. Jon Bon Jovi, at Soldier Field in Chicago.

The band competed for votes in a local radio promo-
tion ageist more then 500 other area bands. They 
earned the most votes to win the chance to play with 
rock super group Bon Jovi. 
  
Though 7th Heaven founder Richie Hofherr said the 
band won the most votes the final decision was up to 
Jon Bon Jovi himself.

"It's very surreal, " said Hofherr. " We truly won that because of our fans, so we must be doing something right."

The band has already seen the success with air play in the Chicago and Denver Markets of their song "Better This 
Way" and the local touring schedule hat has hem playing 250 shows a year. This will allow band members to fully 
support themselves through music. The band has opened for such rock luminaries as Journey, Def Leppard, 
Foreigner, playing festivals in front of tens of thousands of people. 

Hofherr and 7th Heaven co-founder Michael Mooshey, met in the third grade when they lived near each other near 
golf  and elmhurst roads in Des Plaines. In 1985, the two founded the group. Later, Mooshey sister, Tammy, joined 
the bands acoustic group. Richie and Michael attended Elk Grove High School in their junior and senior years. 
Hofherr said 7th Heaven played many school "V-shows" (variety shows) and started a battle of the bands competi-
tion at the school. " At a v-show in 1987 we played Metallica. The old people could't get out of there fast enough," 
recalled Hofherr. 

In the year 2000, the band hits a cross roads. They saw many leading local bands swear off playing cover songs of 
other band's music and signed record deals only to fizzle, fed and go bankrupt. They chose to go to back into the 
higher paying suburban circuit to build a local following through heavy schedule of local concerts occasionally 
hitting Chicago venues such as Double Door and Metro. " Many bands want to do originals music to have to work 
side jobs. Cover bands ( in the Suburbs) just want to get paid. I said, why can't we do both?" said Hofherr.
   
One of the bands first big shows as 7th heaven, booked when they were fresh out of high school, was playing 
Augustfest  at St. Zachary's in Des Plaines. The band has continued to play the show every year and will be there early 
August.
   
Other band members have known fame. Vocalist and guitarist Keith Semple who joined the band in 2003, won Pop 
Stars, the Uk version of American Idol while living in northern Ireland. Later he had a golf record.
   
This year in the United States, Semple won the " golden ticket " to appear on American Idol before being sidelined 
din the show because of immigration issues.
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